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network (national parks, wildlife ™
reserves) almost overlaps with the
dark-sky areas - according to the
satellite evaulation (P. Cinzano).
This fact indicate their legacy in
protecting dark skies as the nature
conservation is deeply interrelated
with protecting the nocturnal

landscape. According to the agreement, signed at the 2nd Light

Pollution Meeting in Hungary, the Duna-Drava

National Park Directorate (DDNPD) includes the

conservation of the night sky in its management plan,

and the Hungarian Astronomical Association (HAA)

performs a night sky monitoring at the Zselic

Landscape Protection Area (ZLPA) and its

Abs trac t neighborhood. An educational footpath is planned in
the region which gives information on astronomy,

light pollution and the diurnal habitat of local species.
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Since the signing of the agreement we have
negotiated with the mayors of the neighboring
villages. We have received positive reactions form all
the 17 municipalities. We plan to sign an agreement
with the mayors, to include a night sky friendly
lighting code in their regulatory plans. In this
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arcsecond. The small black dots
with three-letter-codes show the
settlements in the region.

The brightness of the night sky vs. the distance
from the city center of Kaposvar. The sky brightness

We have started the monitoring of the night sky background in the region. We will
construct a detailed light pollution map of the ZLPA and its neighborhood. Our
preliminary results suggest that on clear nights the quality of the sky is better
than 21 magnitudes per square seconds. It is estimated that the requirements of
IDA for dark sky parks will be satisfied within a year, and the ZLPA will be
nominated as a silver level dark sky park.
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The Hortobagy National Park - the
biggest Hungarian biosphere reserve,
part of the World Heritage- has
mainly dry, mostly alkaline
grasslands, and has also wet-marshy
habitats, both forming a peculiar
mosaicsturctured natural habitat-

place. The Hortobagy =

National Park is one of /S
the darkest areas in < = y/NP

Mihdlyhala

Hungary, which would be A AR
a good candidate to be = [ T
the second national | ‘
“Dark Sky Preserve”. Its

S % e T s - significance is mostly
The significance of Hortobagy is firstly dueto = = % related to the protection

the great number of nesting and during autumn =~ = = of the high biodiversity.
and springtime resting bird species. The

diversity of the insect fauna is also very high.

Both need dark skies.
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